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The first “social” resolution was filed at General Motors in 1971 
by the Episcopal Church asking the company to cease doing 
business in South Africa until apartheid was abolished. Shortly 
thereafter other faith organizations joined the cause and ICCR 
was born.

Since that time, ICCR members have been in dialogue with 
major corporations for nearly five decades as long-term, faith 
and values-based investors.

ICCR: Our Genesis



Engagement Principles

• Through active engagement investors can help transform the way 
companies do business and mitigate social and environmental harm.

• Corporate due diligence around ESG risks is a core component of good 
governance and material to long-term performance.

• Short-termism has been detrimental to both companies and to the public 
interest.

• Companies must view all of their stakeholders―including workers, 
customers, and the communities impacted by their operations―as 
integral to their long-term value.

• ICCR members work closely with NGOs and community groups to ensure 
that impacted stakeholders’ voices are represented at the engagement 
table and are integrated into corporate decision-making.



Evidence-based research

Corporate dialogues

Investor letters

Proxy resolutions

Press campaigns

Multi-stakeholder engagement

Public policy advocacy

Tools of Engagement 



Climate Change: GHG emissions reduction, methane, just transition

Human Rights: forced labor, immigration, gun violence

Food Justice: antibiotics in meat, sustainable agriculture

Water Stewardship: human right to water, corporate water impacts

Health Equity: access/affordability of medicines, opioid misuse, 
nutrition    

Corporate Governance: lobbying and political spending, executive 
compensation and board diversity      

Focus areas 



Causes



ICCR company engagements 



Company Asks

ICCR members encourage companies to:

ü Establish a comprehensive antibiotics policy to phase out 
routine, prophylactic use of antibiotics across all livestock, 
seafood and poultry supply chains. 

ü Specify clear targets and timelines for implementation. 

ü Increase transparency by reporting on implementation, 
including mechanisms to measure and audit the use of 
antibiotics in supply chains.



Engagement Timeline

2003

• Smithfield 
• Hormel 
• Tyson 
• Merck &Co 

2010

2011

2012

• Smithfield
• Hormel 
• Tyson (.88%)

• Smithfield 
• Hormel 
• Tyson 
• Merck &Co 

2013

2014

• Hormel 

• Hormel

2015

2016

2017

2018

Today

• Burger King
• Kroger
• McDonalds
• Wendy’s
• Yum !Brands

• Darden
• Hormel
• McDonald’s (26.30%)
• Restaurant Brands
• Wendy’s

• Hormel

• Darden (12.77%)
• Dominos
• Hormel
• Jack in the Box
• McDonald’s 
• Mondelez
• Restaurant Brands
• Sanderson (30%)
• Starbucks
• Yum! Brands

• Aramark
• Brinker 
• Darden (40.20%)
• Denny’s (15.50%)
• Dine Equity
• Domino’s 
• Hormel
• Jack in the Box
• McDonald’s 
• Restaurant Brands
• Sanderson (43.10%)
• Starbucks
• Wendy’s 
• Yum! Brands 

• Aramark
• Brinker
• Costco 
• Denny’s
• Dine Brands
• Dominos
• Hormel
• Jack in the Box
• McDonald’s 
• Restaurant Brands
• Sanderson 
• Starbucks
• Wendy’s
• Yum! Brands
• Zoetis

Resolution votes
Policy commitment on at least chicken



Collaborators



Progress

Case studies

Shareholders have been filing proposals at McDonald’s 
on antibiotics since 2014. The company no longer sells 
chicken produced with medically important antibiotics. 

In 2018 has announced a policy for beef: 



Progress

Case studies

In November 2018, Sanderson Farms, one of the largest 
poultry producers in the U.S., announced that it would 
discontinue the use of medically important antibiotics in its 
live poultry operations.

Phase out the routine use of medically important 
antibiotics for chicken. 



What’s next

• Continue to engage companies on targets and 
timelines for beef, pork

• Engage companies to disclose the amount/class of 
antibiotics used 

• Exploring engagement with pharma companies 




